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Abstract: Nampicuan is a 5th class municipality in the province of Nueva Ecija. As stated in The UPLB Genetics
Society, Nampicuan is politically subdivided into 21 barangays. The province of Nueva Ecija is recognized as the
“Rice Granary” of the Philippines because it led the production of the nation’s food staple during the twentieth
century. As Nampicuan is part of Nueva Ecija, the main attraction is the vast lands of rice fields around the town
until such time that the Relic Replica of the Holy Face of Jesus of Manoppello came to Nampicuan.

Transformation occur upon the arrival of the said relic. The replica was given by the Rector of the Basilica del Volto
Santo to the Parish Priest of the Immaculate Conception and is now enthroned in the Parish Church, is the only
replica enthroned outside the Basilica del VVolto Santo.

Generally, this research focused on one goal: to enumerate the transformations brought by the relic in terms of
religiousness, culture, and economy of Nampicuan.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Nampicuan is a 5th class municipality in the province of Nueva Ecija. As stated in The UPLB Genetics Society, Nampicuan
is politically subdivided into 21 barangays. The province of Nueva Ecija is recognized as the “Rice Granary” of the
Philippines because it led the production of the nation’s food staple during the twentieth century. The province had not
always been devoted to rice production and was in fact considered a frontier area throughout most of its history
(Santiago,2015). As Nampicuan is part of Nueva Ecija, the main attraction is the vast lands of rice fields around the town
until such time that the Relic Replica of the Holy Face of Jesus of Manopello of Manoppello came to Nampicuan.

Transformation occurs upon the arrival of the said relic. The replica was given by the Rector of the Basilica del VVolto Santo
to the Parish Priest of the Immaculate Conception and is now enthroned in the Parish Church, is the only replica enthroned
outside the Basilica del Volto Santo (holyfacenampicuan, 2016)

This paper aims to identify the transformation in Nampicuan in terms of its municipal economy. According to the City and
Municipality Competitiveness of the Department of Trade and Industry, it was year 2015 when Nampicuan ranked 844th
in terms of the productivity of the city compared to rank 397th as of 2019. Rapid changes in terms of economic is seen to
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the Municipality of Nampicuan upon the arrival of Relic Replica of the Holy Face of Jesus of Manopello of Manoppello.
Thus, this study specified the transformation of the municipal economy of Nampicuan in relation to the coming of the relic.

Lastly, Philippines as a Christian country involves many religious and cultural beliefs. Christianity is the religion of about
80% of the Philippine population, mostly Catholics (El Saba, 2015) and part of being a catholic is believing to culture and
traditions of the religion. Catholic lies many beliefs and traditions that devotees practice. As a result, this study enumerated
the different religious and cultural belief that devotes of the Holy Face of Jesus of Manopello practice.

Generally, this research focuses on one goal: to enumerate the transformations brought by the relic in terms of religious
perspective, culture views and economic status of Nampicuan, Nueva Ecija.

I1. DESIGN AND METHODOLOGY
A. Research Design and Methodology

This study features the Municipality of Nampicuan, Nueva Ecija, and the sacred relic that was given to the church of the
municipality called the Relic Replica of the Holy Face of Jesus of Manopello. The researcher used a qualitative research
design utilizing a phenomenological approach.

B. Figures, Graphs and Tables

The researcher utilized a purposive sampling and snowball sampling in the study. The key informants were (1) the parish
priest who received the relic during his term and the present parish priest of Nampicuan, (2) municipal employees
particularly the Municipal Tourism Officer and the Municipal Treasurer who are involved in the economic reports of
Nampicuan, and (3) the ten selected residents of Nampicuan comprising the devotees, old folks, and business owners.

C. Data Gathering Tools

The researcher used an interview. Using interview guide as the tool. The interview guide is divided into three sections
aligned to the three main themes of this study. The first section focused on the theme of religious perspective, the second is
on the theme of cultural views, and the last is on the theme of economic status. All these sections focused on the
transformations of the municipality of Nampicuan upon the arrival of the relic replica Holy Face of Jesus of Manoppello.

D. Data Gathering Procedure

The data gathering conduction was divided into groups depending on the concerned individuals based on the interview
guide. The sections on religious perspective and cultural views were participated by the two priests and residents of
Nampicuan. Meanwhile, the section on the economic state is participated by the municipal employee assigned to the
economy of Nampicuan and business owners of Nampicuan.

E. Analysis of Data

The data gathering conduction was divided into groups depending on the concerned individuals based on the interview
guide. The sections on religious perspective and cultural views were participated by the two priests and residents of
Nampicuan. Meanwhile, the section on the economic state is participated by the municipal employee assigned to the
economy of Nampicuan and business owners of Nampicuan.

F. Presentation, Analysis, and Interpretation of Data

Table 1 shows the transformations among the people of Nampicuan since the Relic Replica of the Holy Face of Jesus of
Manopello arrived in terms of Religious Perspectives. As shown on the table, there were four (4) themes generated from
the responses of the key informants, namely (1) quantitative description of people attending church activities, (2) emerged
church activities related to the relic, (3) committed people in serving the shrine, and (4) in-kind support that people
contribute to the shrine. Since the arrival of the Relic Replica of the Holy Face of Jesus of Manopello in Nampicuan in
2014, the people of Nampicuan have heightened spiritual commitment as evident in the increased number of people that
attended and participated in church activities, more engaging church activities conducted, increased number of people
devoting time and effort to fulfill duties as a member of a church organization, and increased amount of in-kind
contributions, both monetary and services, given to the Shrine of the Holy Face of Jesus of Manopello.
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Table 1: The Transformations among the People of Nampicuan since the Relic Replica of the Holy Face of Jesus
Arrived in terms of Religious Perspectives

Themes F Sample Responses

Quantitative description of 10 e Pagpunta ko pa lang dito, naabutan ako ng Holy Week, andami talagang tao,
people attending church lahat naka bus pa, sobrang nakakapagod na ma assign dito, napakarami talaga,
activities kapag nagmimisa ako, dito sa labas na ito punong puno, mostly ay pilgrims

from other places, ang mga taga Nampicuan madami rin. (P2)

e Sa ngayon kasi napupuno siya, mga pilgrims, hindi lang taga Nampicuan,
kung susumahin hindi lang doble, hindi lang triple ang nagsisimba at
nagpupunta ngayon. (R7)

Emerged church activities 10 e Marami nang nadagdag na activities na may kaugnayan kay Holy Face like

related to the relic Jesus festival kung saan iba’t ibang uri ng buhay ni Kristo ang pinapakita
through prusisyon kung saan lahat ng barangay ng Nampicuan ang kasali ayon
sa Kanyang buhay. (P1)

e Mga festival, then every Sunday halos lahat po kasi dati po dito na po ako
nakatira sa kumbento. (R8)

Committed people in serving 12 e Nandyan ang Servants of the Holy Face of Jesus. Dati Lectors and

the Shrine of the Holy Face Commentators lamang para sa kababaihan ngayon meron tayong Hand Made

of Jesus upon the arrival of of Holy Face of Jesus. (P1)

the Relic Replica of the Holy e Malaki ang involvement ng tao, ngayon ang dami nang organization like

Face of Jesus Servants of the Holy Face of Jesus, then ngayon meron tayong bagong tatag
ngayon na Hand Made of Holy Face of Jesus para sa mga kababaihan. (P2)

In-kind support that people e Mostly dahil mahirap ang mga tao, services, naglilinis (P2)

contribute to the Shrine of e During the time of pandemic walang school, so talagang kapag may time,

the Holy Face of Jesus upon o tumatao kami dito, tumutulong maglinis and the nagkakaroon ng catechism.

the arrival of the Relic (R3)

Replica of the Holy Face of

Jesus

Because of the wide scope of the term culture, Table 2 shows the main theme cultural views is limited to (1) the cultural
belief and practice in saying prayers, (2) the cultural belief and practice in hearing the healing mass, (3) the cultural belief
and practice in the personal interaction with the relic, and (4) the cultural belief and practice in the occurrences of miracles.
These four serves as the sub-themes of the cultural belief and practices transformation theme in this studied as shown in
Table 2. Since the arrival of the Relic Replica of the Holy Face of Jesus of Manopello in Nampicuan in 2014, the people of
Nampicuan have developed four cultural beliefs that resulted in the establishment of its corresponding cultural practices.
First is the cultural belief that the Relic Replica of the Holy Face of Jesus of Manopello can grant any wish by culturally
practicing the 2000 Haily Marys. Second is the cultural belief that the Relic Replica of the Holy Face of Jesus of Manopello
can heal any sickness by culturally practicing attending the Healing Mass. The third is the cultural belief that Relic Replica
of the Holy Face of Jesus of Manopello can initiate strong emotions of devotion by culturally practicing the “pahalik” and
“papunas” at the relic. Finally, the fourth cultural belief is that the Relic Replica of the Holy Face of Jesus of Manopello
can perform miracles.

Table 2: The Transformations among the People of Nampicuan since the Relic Replica of the Holy Face of Jesus
Arrived in terms of Cultural Views

Developed prayer practices in 10 e We have the 2000 Hail Mary’s, ito ay nabuo kasi ito ang pinagdadasal na sana
devotion to the Holy Face of maiwan na ang relic dito. So sinagot itong prayer nila. (P2)

Jesus e 2000 Hail Mary’s, they are praying na maiwan na dito sa Nampicuan ang relic,
yun ang hiniling ng mga tao sa Nampciuan and prayers granted and then naging
practice na nang mga tao yun na every first Friday ay gagawin naming ang
2000 Hail Mary’s.(R4)

The cultural belief and practice 4 e Tapos kapag first Sunday ay mayroong tayong healing mass, ang mga tao ay
in hearing the Healing Mass expecting to see the Holy Face tapos anointing of the sick but because of the
pandemic natigil ito. (P2)
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e Every Sunday of the month ay inilalabas naming yung relic nagkakaroon ng
anointing of the sick o healing mass kung saan yung pari ay nilalagyan ng oil
sa noo ang mga devotee tapos pupunta kay Holy Face magpupunas sila tapos
magdadasal. (R4)

Dati kasi every first Sunday of the month ay binubuksan ang relic upang
mahawakan kaya nakikita ko na naiiyak sila sa tindi ng debosyon kasi meron
silang natanggap na biyaya hindi man naisusulat pero sa kanila na lamang yun.
(P2)

o Before the pandemic kasi meron yung mga panyo na talagang kapag dumalaw
ka ay yun ang pinupunas nila so yun napakaeffective non kasi may mga
pilgrims na sumubok noon na nagpunas tapos gumaling sila sa mga sakit na
pinagdadasal nila, naramdaman nila yung miracle na healing ni Holy Face.
(R2)

Pero napansin ko dito, pagdating ko dito, andaming stories ng healing,
andaming kwento sa akin na nagpapasalamat na napagaling ako sa cancer,
Father nagka anak ako, parang itong anak ko na ito, hopeless case na ito dahil
may sakit ito sa balat na hindi alam kung cancer ba pero noong dumating dito,
nagdasal kami.(P1)

e Yes, personally rin andiyan kami may pipilay pilay, nawitness naming,
pumasok, paglabas, nakakalakad siya, ako, the prayer then pinatouch namin
siya kay Holy Face of Jesus tapos after six months bumalik siya hindi ko siya
nakilala but she recognize me, sabi niya ako yung andito and I’m healed so
diba napakasarap pakinggan. (R1)

The cultural belief and practice 11 o
are personal interaction with
the relic

The cultural belief and practice 10 o
in the occurrence of miracles

Table 3 shows the main theme economic state is constrained to two (2) themes as shown in the table namely (1) quantitative
description of the tourists visiting Nampicuan and the geographical recognition of Nampicuan and (2) infrastructure and
business establishment built in the municipality of Nampicuan. These two plays as the themes of the economic state
transformation theme in this study. Since the arrival of the Relic Replica of the Holy Face of Jesus of Manopello in
Nampicuan in 2014, the municipality of Nampicuan gained higher economic status compared to what it had before 2014 as
evidenced by the increased number of tourism activities in the municipality and increased number of established
infrastructure and business.

Table 3: The Transformations among the People of Nampicuan since the Relic Replica of the Holy Face of Jesus
Arrived in terms of Economic Status

Description of the Tourists 8 e Sabi ko nga very overwhelming prior to pandemic, in terms of

visiting Nampicuan and the
Geographical Recognition of
Nampicuan

Infrastructure and Business
Establishment built in the
municipality of Nampicuan
after the arrival of Relic
Replica of Holy Face of Jesus
of Manoppello

number upon arrival we have 10,000 people who attend the
enthronement of the relic the after ng araw na yun, araw araw na
may makikita kang record from the church pilgrims na
bumibisita. (E2)

e We are marked as a tourism destination, religious tourism
destination of Nueva Ecija. Hindi nila kilala ang Nampicuan,
pero upon the coming of the Holy Face of Jesus unti unting
nakilala, sabi nga namin is nailagay sa mapa ang Nampicuan.
(R1)

e May mga naitulong din, may mga nabuksan na business,
nagkaroon sila ng lakas ng loob na magbukas dahil nga nakikita
rin nila ang opportunity dahil sa dami ng tao na nagsisimba at
bumibisita.(P1)

e Nagkaroon ngirigasyon. Umaasa lang ang mga magsasaka sa
sahod ulan. Puro first crop lang mga yan, walang second crop
pero ngayon nabigyan kami ng patubig. May mga establishment
din like commercial building mga kainan, mga daan, napagawa.
Mapapansin mo sir yang mcarthur hi way. (R5)
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I1l. CONCLUSION
Based on the findings of the study, the researcher came up with the following conclusions:

1a. The religious perspective of the people of Nampicuan has largely expanded and deepened since the Relic Replica of the
Holy Face of Jesus of Manopello arrived.

1b. The cultural views of the people of Nampicuan have principally changed since the arrival of the relic in 2014.

1c. The economic state of the municipality of Nampicuan mostly flourished since the Relic Replica of the Holy Face of
Jesus of Manopello arrived.

In relation with the findings and conclusions of this research, the following are recommended:

la. The Shrine of the Holy Face of Jesus of Manopello in Nampicuan, Nueva Ecija should be recognized as a national shrine
by the National Episcopal Conference of the Philippines to recognize its special, cultural, historical, and religious
significance.

1b. The primary and secondary schools within Nampicuan and within the country implements learning activities related to
the cultural belief and practices in the Shrine of the Holy Face of Jesus of Manopello to increase awareness about the relic
and to keep the culture alive.

1c. The local government unit of Nampicuan and Nueva Ecija provide more projects, activities, and programs related to the
Holy Face of Jesus of Manopello to achieve higher economic development.

IV. OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS

2. Just like any other cities and municipalities, the government gives support and attention to the popularity of relic replica
of the Holy Face of Jesus of Manopello in Nampicuan. It should serve as front banner of the province as it improves the
social and economic state of the locality.

3. For the adoption Campaigns of the proposed brochure that can boost the popularity of the relic’s existence across the
nation. Others may create also in the form of Christian vlogs, posters, and advertisements, or an informative text like
brochure that can briefly discuss the wanders of the relic replica of the Holy Face of Jesus of Manopello in Nampicuan,
Nueva Ecija.

REFERENCES

[1] Barro, Robert J., and Rachel M. McCleary. "Religion and economic growth." National Bureau of Economic Research
| NBER, Harvard University, May 2003, www.nber.org/system/files/working_papers/w9682/w9682.pdf. Accessed 3
Aug. 2022.

[2] Canete, J. J. (2021). When expressions of faith in the Philippines becomes a potential COVID-19 ‘superspreader’.
Journal of Public Health. https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7989222/pdf/fdab082.pdf

[3] Coleman, T. J. (2018, August 31). Introduction to the special issue: What are religious beliefs? Brill. https://dx.doi.
0rg/10.1163/18758185-01503001

[4] Collins, C. S., & Stockton, C. M. (2018). The central role of theory in qualitative research. International Journal of
Qualitative Methods, 17(1), 160940691879747. https://doi.org/10.1177/1609406918797475

[5] Commission on Audit. (2020). Annual financial reports. https://www.coa.gov.ph/reports/annual-financial-reports/.

[6] Concepcion, G. L. (2014). Figuring Catholicism: An Ethnohistory of the Santo Nino de Cebu by Julius J. Bautista.
Philippine studies: historical and ethnographic viewpoints, 62(3-4), 579-583. https://doi.org/10.1353/phs.2014.0020

[71 Cornelio, J. (2018). Young people, being catholic, and religious change in the Philippines: A response to critics.
Journal of World Christianity, 8(2), 183-194. https://doi.org/10.5325/jworlchri.8.2.0183

[8] Department of Trade and Industry. (2021). rankings class municipalities. https://cmci.dti.gov.ph/rankings-data.php.

[91 Duncan, C. M. (2008). Catholicism, poverty and the pursuit of happiness. Journal of Poverty, 12(1), 49-76. https://doi.
0rg/10.1080/10875540801967924

Page | 175
Research Publish Journals



https://www.researchpublish.com/
http://www.researchpublish.com/

ISSN 2348-3156 (Print)
International Journal of Social Science and Humanities Research 1SSN 2348-3164 (online)

Vol. 11, Issue 3, pp: (171-176), Month: July - September 2023, Available at: www.researchpublish.com

[10]

[11]

[12]

[13]

[14]

[15]

[16]

[17]

[18]

[19]
[20]
[21]
[22]

[23]

[24]
[25]

[26]

[27]

[28]

[29]

[30]

[31]
[32]

Deri, J., Mefiez, M., Sabedra, L., Masangcay, A., Manalo, J., Pascua, A., & Buela, M. (2018). Impact of religious sites
in the province of Batangas, Philippines. Journal of Tourism and Hospitality Research. https://research.
Ipubatangas.edu.ph/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/JTHR-2018-001.pdf [7]. Cornelio, J. (2018). Young people, being
catholic, and religious change in the Philippines: A response to critics. Journal of World Christianity, 8(2), 183-194.
https://doi.org/10.5325/jworlchri.8.2.0183

Durkheim, E. (1995). The Elementary forms of religious life. https://monoskop.org/images/a/a2/Durkheim_
Emile_The_Elementary Forms_of Relig

Evans, M. T. (2003). The sacred: Differentiating, clarifying and extending concepts. Review of Religious Research,
45(1), 32. https://doi.org/10.2307/3512498

Gripaldo, Rolando M. "Roman catholicism and the filipino culture.” Relations between Religions and Cultures in
Southeast Asia, Council for Research in Values and Philosophy, 2013, www.academia.edu/4487938/Roman_
Catholicism_and_the_Filipino_Culture_2009 . Accessed 3 Aug. 2022.

Groenewald, T. (2004). A phenomenological research design illustrated. International Journal of Qualitative Methods,
3(1), 42-55. https://doi.org/10.1177/160940690400300104

Holy See Press Office. (2020, March 25). Pubblicazione dell’ Annuario Pontificio E dell’Annuario Statistico Della
Chiesa. Bollettino Sala Stampa della Santa Sede. https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/it/bollettino/pubblico/
2020/03/25/0180/00411.html

Itcaina, X. (2014). Catholicism, social economy and local welfare in times of crisis: Comparing Spanish and Italian
territories.

Kluckhon, C. (2013, October 1). 2. Values and value-orientations in the theory of action: An exploration in definition
and classification. De Gruyter. https://dx.doi.org/10.4159/harvard.9780674863507.c8

Jocano, L. F. (1967). Filipino Catholicism: A Case Study in Religious Change. Asian Studies: Journal of Critical
Perspectives on Asia, 55(1-2), 69-101.

Mankiw, N. G. (2014). Study guide for Mankiw's essentials of economics, 7th. Cengage Learning.
Mazloch, J. (2010). Volto Santo di Manopello. http://www.manoppello.eu/.
Mccleary, R. M., & Barro, R. J. (2006). Religion and Economy. Journal of Economic Perspectives, 20(2), 1-33.

Miles, M. B., & Huberman, A. M. (1994). ualitative data analysis: An expanded sourcebook (2nd ed.). Sage
Publications, Inc.

Miller, L., & Anderson, G. L. (2009). RELIGION’S ROLE IN CREATING NATIONAL UNITY [with COMMENT
and REJOINDER]. International Journal on World Peace, 26(1), 91-138. http://www.jstor.org/stable/20752875

Nelos, R. H. (2007) The Philippine Economic Mystery. Philippine Review of Economics, 44:1. 1-33

Noga, M. & Noga B. (2014) Culture in the social teaching of the Roman Catholic Church. Central Eastern European
Journal of Management and Economics 2:4, 263-268.

O'Callaghan, P. (2017) Cultural challenges to faith: a reflection on the dynamics of modernity. Church,
Communication and Culture, 2:1, 25-40

Parigi, P. (2015) The Cultural Logic of Miracles. International Encyclopedia of the Social & Behavioral Sciences, 1-
22

Phillips, D. Z. (2016). Religion and morality. Springer. Religion and Morality. (2014). Psychological Bulleti, 141(2),
447-473. http://dx.doi.org/10.1037/a0038455

Salgado, A. (2014). Review of empirical studies on impact of religion, religiosity and spirituality as protective factors.
Prop6sitos y Representaciones, 2(1), 121-159. doi: http://dx.doi.org/10.20511/pyr2014.v2n1.55

Sison, M.A,, Clet, A.B., Herrera, Z.C., Inciong, P.K., Japlit, J.G., Menez, M.L., & Marasigan, F.F. (2019) Potentiality
of Marian Orchard as Faith-Based Tourism Destination. Asia Pacific Journal of Academic Research in Business
Administration, Vol. 5:1, 80-89

The Sacred, Religion, and Morality. (2006). Logos: A Journal of Catholic Thought and Culture, 9(4), 16-32.

Yabut, H. (2018). The Development of the Filipino Spirituality Scale. De La Salle University. https://www.
researchgate.net/publication/328040686_The Development_of the Filipino_Spirituality Scale

Page | 176
Research Publish Journals



https://www.researchpublish.com/
http://www.researchpublish.com/

